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In 1723, the naturalist, Johann Jakob Scheuchzer published his study of the Swiss Alps, titled 

‘Ouresiphoites Helveticus, sive, Itinera per Helvetiae Alpinas regiones facta annis MDCCII, MDCCIII, 

MDCCIV, MDCCV, MDCCVI, MDCCVII, MDCCIX, MDCCX, MDCCXI’. In it, he recorded 

a series of voyages through the mountains and documented the plants, animals and ways of life he 

encountered there, as well as tales of the creatures that were reported to live there.

A copy of the book, held at the University of Michigan Library, was later digitised and is accessible 

online. This digital reproduction introduced folds, fingers and glitches to the pages of Scheuchzer’s 

book, in some cases altering or obscuring their contents.

Here, some of the images are reproduced again. This book is interested in translation between print and 

digital, the loss as well as the new material it generates, how the reproduction of the image affects the 

record of it, and what this means for memory.   
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