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Session Summary: This session explores the role of analytic rubrics as a structured self 
and peer-assessment tool in postgraduate design education, particularly in hybrid and 
interdisciplinary learning environments. The study examines how rubrics enhance self-
regulation, accountability, and collaboration by serving as a reflexive tool that actively shapes 
student learning behaviours. Through a mixed-methods approach, the session will present key 
findings on how structured rubrics-based self /peer assessment fosters deeper engagement, 
equitable participation, and reflective learning, oƯering an evidence-based, scalable model for 
collaborative design education. 
 
Session Outline:  This session will explore the eƯectiveness of analytic rubrics in 
postgraduate design education, focusing on their role in enhancing self-regulation, 
accountability, and collaborative engagement in hybrid and interdisciplinary learning 
environments. The discussion will be structured in three key stages: context and rationale, 
methodology, and findings with implications. 

The session will begin by establishing the context and rationale for the study. It will outline the 
challenges of interdisciplinary collaboration in postgraduate design education, particularly in 
hybrid learning environments where communication, engagement, and equitable participation 
can be inconsistent. The role of self/peer assessment in guiding student learning behaviours 
will be examined, positioning analytic rubrics as a structured approach to support reflective 
learning and teamwork dynamics. 

Next, the methodological approach will be discussed, detailing how the study was conducted 
over a 16-week hybrid learning unit at the Royal College of Art with 30 postgraduate design 
students from diverse disciplinary backgrounds working in six collaborative teams. A mixed-
methods research design was used to capture both qualitative and quantitative insights into the 
impact of rubrics on student engagement. The session will explain how self and peer 
evaluations were conducted using an analytic rubric at the midpoint and pre-submission 
tutorial sessions, allowing students to assess their own and their peers' contributions. The data 
collection methods, including reflective statements and survey questionnaires, will also be 
outlined. 



 

The session will conclude with a discussion of key findings and their implications. It will 
highlight how structured self and peer assessment fostered deeper engagement, 
improved communication, and facilitated reflective dialogue on role negotiation and 
accountability. By embedding rubrics as an iterative framework for reflection and dialogue, this 
research oƯers an adaptable, evidence-based model for improving student autonomy and 
collaborative learning in postgraduate education. 
 
References: Bada, S.O. & Olusegun, S. (2015) Constructivism learning theory: A paradigm for 
teaching and learning. Journal of Research & Method in Education. 5 (6), 66–70. 

Black, P.P. (2008) Formative assessment in the learning and teaching of design and technology. 
Design and Technology Education: an International Journal. 13 (3). 

Dawson, P. (2017) Assessment rubrics: towards clearer and more replicable design, research 
and practice. Assessment & Evaluation in Higher Education. 42 (3), 347–360. 

Fleckney, P., Thompson, J. & Vaz-Serra, P. (2025) Designing eƯective peer assessment processes 
in higher education: a systematic review. Higher Education Research & Development. 44 (2), 
386–401. 

Grainger, P., Carey, M. & Johnston, C. (2024) Why not rubrics in doctoral education? Assessment 
& Evaluation in Higher Education. 49 (8), 1061–1073. 

Heilporn, G., Lakhal, S. & Bélisle, M. (2021) An examination of teachers’ strategies to foster 
student engagement in blended learning in higher education. International Journal of 
Educational Technology in Higher Education. 18 (1), 25. 

Morton, J.K., Northcote, M., Kilgour, P. & Jackson, W.A. (2021) Sharing the construction of 
assessment rubrics with students: A model for collaborative rubric construction. Journal of 
University Teaching and Learning Practice. 18 (4), 1–15. 

Ndoye, A. (2017) Peer/Self Assessment and Student Learning. International Journal of Teaching 
and Learning in Higher Education. 29 (2), 255–269. 

Sun, Z., Liu, R., Luo, L., Wu, M. & Shi, C. (2017) Exploring collaborative learning eƯect in blended 
learning environments. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning. 33 (6), 575–587. 
 


