
Object Learning: 
A Journey Towards Active Learning

By Dr Atif Mohammed Ghani
School of Communication, Royal College of Art

June 2024



















“To walk a mile in someone 
else’s shoes.”
before judging someone, you try to understand their experiences, 
challenges, thought processes, and point of view. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXHil1TPxvA







Jade E Davis in The Other 
Side of Empathy (Duke UP, 
2023) asks us:

“Does crying in VR actually 
make any difference?”

https://www.dukeupress.edu/the-other-side-of-empathy
https://www.dukeupress.edu/the-other-side-of-empathy
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https://vimeo.com/872640667?share=copy





If ever there were a moment when we are in need of 
humanistic methods to expose the workings of ideology, it 
is now, when the forms of mediated expression work 
through the social imaginary with potent force using 
computational techniques and visual methods as 
instruments of authority. 

Johanna Drucker, Visualization and Interpretation: Humanistic 
Approaches to Display, 2020, p 68. 





https://forensic-architecture.org/





How war destroyed Gaza’s neighbourhoods – visual investigation | Gaza | The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-interactive/2024/jan/30/how-war-destroyed-gazas-neighbourhoods-visual-investigation


Decolonisation of knowledge is a strategic 
move and requires breaking the singularity 
of point of view often enacted by 
hegemonic discourse.

Johanna Drucker, Visualization and Interpretation: Humanistic 
Approaches to Display, 2020, p44 (my emphasis). 



Thank You.

atif.ghani@rca.ac.uk
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