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Nicole Wermers

Nicole Wermers (b. 1911 Germany) is an artist who lives and works
in London. In her sculptures, photographs and collages, Nicole
connects formal considerations with a discussion about urban space
and its social, economical and psychological aspects. Combining
references to art history with modern surfaces and materials,
Nicole explores fine art aesthetics within the design of daily
life, specifically the ways it has been appropriated by consumer
culture. Nicole had presentations in a number of national and
international museums and institutions such as Tate Britain, London
(2013); Kunstverein fir die Rheinlande und Westfalen, Diisseldorf
(2011); Aspen Art Museum, Colorado (200%1); Secession, Vienna
(2004). In 2015, Nicola’s’ Infrastruktur, first shown at Herald St,
London was nominated for the Turner Prize and shown at Tramway
in Glasgow. Nicole has been included in group shows in major
international institutions, most recently at Migros museum fir
gegenwartskunst, Zirich (2020); Tank Shanghai (2020), MACRO, Rome
(2020) and Nottingham Contemporary, (2021). Her forthcoming
projects include a solo exhibition at Kunsthaus Glarus (CH) in
May 2022 and a major permanent public sculpture commission for
Emscherkunst/ Urbane Kiinste Ruhr in Duisburg, DE launching in June
2022. Nicole is represented by Herald Street, Tanya Bonakdar, and
Jessica Silverman Gallery and is currently a Professor of Sculpture
at Akademie der Bildenden Kiinste in Munich.

Public knees (2021)

In Public Knees, the cube’s rigid shape contrasts with the images
of bulging skin that it contains as the exposed knees are decontex-
tualized from the rest of the bodies. Their function as joints is
emphasized by the cubes’ contours while the cubes seem like an
attempt to generalize the organic shape of the knees as well as
the individual holes in the fabric. Deliberate ripping or artificially
accelerated heavy use of trousers is commonly the cause of such
holes, a fashion seen in urban highstreets since the late 1960s.
Back then, ripping holes into your trousers was a way for various
subcultures to reference working class garments and to demonstrate
neglect for the rules of proper attire as well as individualizing
clothing. By the 1990s, the gesture was a prefabricated mainstream
fashion staple: something to consume rather than live.
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Nicole Wermers

Untitled Stack, 2020

Robin Day stacking chairs, Balenciaga patent leather coat, fixings, thread
130x65%x65cm

Courtesy the artist and Herald St, London

Photo by Peter Giinzel
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