
Illustration 0.1 
Sun Fire Office, guard books, 19th century. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828. 
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Illustration 0.2 
Sun Fire Office, guard book, 19th century. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 0.3 
Sun Fire Office, guard book, 19th century. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 1.1 
An explanation of Profiles on Airbnb’s Trust & Safety page. It shows how a Profile looks on a 
smart phone. 
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.2  
Airbnb’s Trust & Safety page, with its four tabs for ‘Overview’, ‘Travelling’, ‘Hosting’ and 
‘Community Standards’. Note the heading ‘Safety by design’, and the tagline below it, ‘Airbnb is 
designed with safety – both online and off – in mind’. 
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.3  
An explanation of Reviews on Airbnb’s ‘Trust & Safety’ page. It shows how Reviews look on a 
smart phone. 
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.4  
An explanation of messaging via Airbnb’s platform, on Airbnb’s ‘Trust & Safety’ page. It shows 
how messages look on a smart phone. 
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.5  
Airbnb’s homepage reflects its trademark combination of tidy text and glossy photography, 
which is apparent across the platform.  
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.6  
The ‘Community Standards’ tab of Airbnb’s ‘Trust & Safety’ page. Under the heading ‘Safety’, it 
reads ‘Your Airbnb experience begins the moment you embrace adventure.’ 
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.7  
The ‘Travelling’ tab of Airbnb’s ‘Trust & Safety’ page. It takes the reader through steps using 
bullet points. 
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.8  
The ‘Overview’ tab of Airbnb’s ‘Trust & Safety’ page illustrates the messages of ‘Safety by 
design’. 
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.9  
On the ‘Overview’ tab of Airbnb’s ‘Trust & Safety’ page, a photograph of a representative of 
Airbnb, so it is implied, illustrates, ‘We’re here if you need us’.  
 
www.airbnb.co.uk/trust  
Accessed 12 November 2018. 
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Illustration 1.10  
The Data Permissions Catalogue page on Projects by If’s website.  
 
www.catalogue.projectsbyif.com  
Accessed 5 September 2019. 
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Illustration 1.11  
The cover of a printout on A4 paper of the pdf: Royal College of Art, Trust: Designing the Future 
of Audit (Project Brief for Service Design students, unpublished, 2014). 
 
By courtesy of Dan Phillips. 
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Illustration 1.12  
The issues of the Urban Pamphleteer series, published by UCL Urban Laboratory, up to 
January 2017.  
 
www.urbanpamphleteer.org  
Accessed 23 January 2017. 

272 



Illustration 2.1 
The Use and Abuses of Money, and the Improvements of it by Two Propositions for Regulating 
our Coin: Whereby His Majesties Occasions may be Supplied (1671). 
[10], 31, [3] p.; 4�. 
 
EEBO. 

273 



Illustration 2.2 
John Briscoe, Proposals for Raising Money for the National Land-Bank [1695]. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 
 
EEBO. 

274 



Illustration 2.3 
Receipt for a donation to the fire relief for sufferers of the Great Fire of London, dated 10 
November 1666. 
153 x 98 mm.  
 
Museum of London, A13271. 
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Illustration 2.4 
Protestant (Domestick) Intelligence, 2 April 1680, p. 1. 
The news section reports on the presentation of Newbold’s insurance scheme to the Lord 
Mayor, and the publication of his proposals. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.5 
Protestant (Domestick) Intelligence, 2 April 1680, p. 2. 
The story continues from p. 1. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.6 
A. Newbold, Londons Improvement and the Builder’s Security Asserted, by the Apparent 
Advantages that will Attend their Easie Charge, in Raising such a Joint-Stock, as many Assure 
a Re-building of those Houses, which shall hereafter be Destroyed by the Casualties of Fire 
(1680), p. [i]. 
[4], 4 p.,; 2⁰. 
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 2.7 
True Protestant (Domestick) Intelligence, 7 May 1680, p. 1.  
The news section reports on a ‘New Office’, the Insurance Office to be.  
 
Bodleian Library. 
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Illustration 2.8  
Fire Office, Propositions for Insuring Houses from Fire [1680], p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.), ½° 
208 x 360 mm. 
 
National Art Library. 
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Illustration 2.9  
Fire Office, Propositions for Insuring Houses from Fire [1680], p. 2. 
1 sheet ([2] p.), ½° 
208 x 360 mm. 
 
National Art Library. 
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Illustration 2.10  
Fire Office, Arguments for Insuring Houses from Fire [1680], p. 1. 
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 
178 x 383 mm. 
 
LSE. 
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Illustration 2.11  
Fire Office, Arguments for Insuring Houses from Fire [1680], p. 2. 
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 
178 x 383 mm. 
 
LSE. 
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Illustration 2.12  
Fire Office, [Advertisement] from the Insurance-Office for Houses on the Back-Side of the 
Royal-Exchange [1681]. 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
205 x 335 mm.  
‘Mutilated at the top’, according to bibliographic note. 
 
British Library 
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Illustration 2.13  
Fire Office, September the 16th, 1681. An Advertisement from the Insurance-Office for Houses, 
&c (1681), p. 1. 
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 
185 x 295 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.14  
Fire Office, September the 16th, 1681. An Advertisement from the Insurance-Office for Houses, 
&c (1681), p. 2.  
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°.  
185 x 295 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.15 
Fire Office, policy, dated 1682. 
Copperplate engraving.  
274 x 427 mm.  
 
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 2.16  
City of London, A Table of all Terms of Years from One to Thirty One Inclusive; and from thence 
by Every Ten Years to One Hundred Inclusive, and from thence for ever; where is Set Down the 
Sums of Money to be Paid for Insuring a Brick House for any of those Terms of Years 
Proportionably to Four Pounds for ever, for every Hundred Pounds Value Insured on such 
Buildings; Calculated by Order of Common Council (1681). 
1 sheet (1 p.). 
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 2.17  
City of London, The Book of Subscriptions, for Insuring of Houses (by the City of London) in 
Case of Fire, is now Open [1681]. 
1 sheet (1 p.). 
Letterpress with woodcut illustration. 
175 x 280 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251. 
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Illustration 2.18  
Fire Office, To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor … The Proposals of the Gentlemen of the 
Insurance Office is humbly Offered [1681]. 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
238 x 380 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/177. 
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Illustration 2.19  
Fire Office, An Enquiry, Whether it be the Interest of the City to Insure Houses from Fire; and 
Whether the Insured may Expect Any Advantage thereby, more than from the Insurance-Office 
Already Setled [1681], p. 1. 
4 p., fo. 
238 x 355 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/178. 
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Illustration 2.20  
Fire Office, An Enquiry, Whether it be the Interest of the City to Insure Houses from Fire; and 
Whether the Insured may Expect Any Advantage thereby, more than from the Insurance-Office 
Already Setled [1681], p. 2. 
4 p., fo. 
238 x 355 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/178. 
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Illustration 2.21  
Fire Office, An Enquiry, Whether it be the Interest of the City to Insure Houses from Fire; and 
Whether the Insured may Expect Any Advantage thereby, more than from the Insurance-Office 
Already Setled [1681], p. 3. 
4 p., fo. 
238 x 355 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/178. 
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Illustration 2.22  
Fire Office, An Enquiry, Whether it be the Interest of the City to Insure Houses from Fire; and 
Whether the Insured may Expect Any Advantage thereby, more than from the Insurance-Office 
Already Setled [1681], p. 4. 
4 p., fo. 
238 x 355 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/178. 
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Illustration 2.23  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 1. 
4 p., fo. 
230 x 320 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/176. 
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Illustration 2.24  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 2. 
4 p., fo. 
230 x 320 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/176. 
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Illustration 2.25  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 3. 
4 p., fo. 
230 x 320 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/176. 
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Illustration 2.26  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 4. 
4 p., fo. 
220 x 340 mm. 
 
Bodleian. 
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Illustration 2.27  
W. I., A Letter to a Gentleman of the Insurance Office, Concerning the Cities Insuring Houses 
[1681]. 
1 sheet (1 p.). 
 
TNA, SP 9/251. 
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Illustration 2.28  
L. R., To my Honoured Friend Mr M.T. one of the Committee Chosen by the Common Council of 
London, for the Insuring of Houses from Fire (1682). 
4 p. 
 
Bodleian Library. 
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Illustration 2.29  
L. R.,  A Second Letter to his Honoured Friend Mr M.T. one of the Committee Chosen by the 
Common Council of London for the Insuring of Houses from Fire (1682). 
4 p. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251. 
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Illustration 2.30  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal Exchange (1682). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
200 x 320 mm. 
 
British Library. 

302 



Illustration 2.31  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal-Exchange (1683).  
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 2.32  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal-Exchange (1685). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 2.33  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Offices: one, against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill; and 
the Other, at the Rainbow Coffee-House, next the Inner-Temple-Gate (1687). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO. 

305 



Illustration 2.34  
Fire Office, A Table, Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Eleven: at the 
Fire-Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill; and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by 
the Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleet-Street (1693). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
175 x 293 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.35  
Fire Office, [A Table,] Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Eleven: at the 
Fire-Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill: and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by 
the Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleetstreet (1698). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
Framed, 280 x 365 mm. 
 
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 2.36  
Fire Office, A Table, Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Seven: at the Fire-
Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill: and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by the 
Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleetstreet (1700). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
190 x 330 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.37 
Fire Office, Phenix Office. Houses are Insured at the Phœnix Office for a Sum Certain, without 
any Contribution or Contingency whatsoever. And also by Mutual Contribution [1705?].  
Letterpress with woodcut illustration. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 
175 x 300 mm. 
 
EEBO (British Library). 
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Illustration 2.38  
Friendly Society, The Friendly Society Settled. Or, a Proposal of a New Way or Method for 
Securing Houses from any Considerable Loss by Fire, by Way of Subscription, and Mutual 
Contribution (1684). 
1 sheet (1 p.), fo. 
298 x 450 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.39  
N[icholas] B[arbon], A Letter to a Gentleman in the Country, Giving an Account of the two 
Insurance-Offices; the Fire-Office & Friendly-Society (1684). 
4 p., fo. 
197 x 310 mm. 
 
EEBO (British Library). 
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Illustration 2.40  
H[enry] S[pelman], An Answer to a Letter to a Gentleman in the Countrey, Giving an Account of 
the Two Insurance-Offices; the Fire-Office & Friendly-Society (1684). 
4 p., fo. 
180 x 295 mm. 
 
EEBO (British Library). 
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Illustration 2.41  
Hand in Hand Fire Office, firemark, issued 1729–1746. 
Lead, 210 x 220 mm. 
The policy number is stamped on the panel at the bottom of this mark. This office started as the 
Amicable Contributionship, but came to be known by its firemark. 
   
Museum of London, NN16035. 
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Illustration 2.42  
Friendly Society, A Proposal for Insuring Houses by the Friendly Society [1707?]. 
1 sheet (1 p.), fo. 
Letterpress with engraved illustration. 
255 x 410 mm. 
The text is organised into 10 articles, each beginning with a roman numeral. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.43  
Hand in Hand, policy, dated 26 October 1714. 
Engraving. 
375 x 490 mm. 
 
LMA, DRO/014/J/01/027. 
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Illustration 2.44 
General Remark on Trade, 4 July 1707. 
Letterpress with woodcut illustrations. 
The two illustrations relate to schemes of Charles Povey’s. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.45  
Sun Fire Office, firemark, issued 1710–1735. 
Lead, 165 x 170 mm. 
Sun firemarks continued to be stamped with a specific policy number until at least 1806. 
   
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 2.46  
Sun Fire Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, April the 10th, 1710. Proposals Set Forth by the 
Company of London-Insurers, for Insuring Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandizes, Furniture 
and Wares, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1710), p. 1. 
1 sheet (2 p.). 
185 x 340 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.47  
Sun Fire Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, April the 10th, 1710. Proposals Set Forth by the 
Company of London-Insurers, for Insuring Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandizes, Furniture 
and Wares, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1710), p. 2. 
1 sheet (2 p.). 
185 x 340 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 2.48  
Sun Fire Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, July 4, 1712. Proposals Set Forth by the Company of 
the Sun-Fire-Office, in Threadneedle-Street, behind the Royal-Exchange, London, for Insuring 
Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandize, Furniture, and Wares, from Loss and Damage by Fire, 
in Any Part of Great Britain (1712), p. 1. 
1 sheet (2 p.). 
 
Eighteenth Century Collections Online from Harvard University Graduate School of Business. 
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Illustration 2.49  
British Mercury, 16 September 1713, p. 1. 
6 p.  
Letterpress with woodcut illustrations. 
180 x 285 mm. 
The British Mercury was distributed to the Sun’s policy holders for free and then on an opt-out 
basis. The emblem of the sun in the masthead made a link to the Sun’s emblem, used as its 
firemark and on its Proposals. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.50  
British Mercury, 16 September 1713, p. 6. 
6 p.  
Letterpress with woodcut illustrations. 
180 x 285 mm. 
The back page contained financial tables and advertisements. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.51  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 24 August 1719. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 
Letterpress. 
200 x 325 mm (=foolscap). 
 
Bodleian, John Johnson Collection, Insurance 7. 

323 



Illustration 2.52  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 10 February 1726. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 
Letterpress, engraving and manuscript. 
275 x 420 mm. 
 
Bodleian, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder II. 
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Illustration 2.53   
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated June 1748. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
270 x 430 mm. 
This is the earliest Sun Fire Office policy in the company’s guard book of historical printed 
material. The 1740s saw the first use of this particular illustration on the policy. 
  
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.54  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 22 October 1725. 
 
TNA, C 110/53. 
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Illustration 2.55  
A fireman of the Sun Fire Office, from W. H. Pyne, The Costume of Great Britain (London: 
William Miller, 1808). 

327 



Illustration 2.56  
Royal Exchange Assurance, Proposals By the Corporation of the Royal Exchange Assurance, 
Established by His Majesty’s Royal Charter, For Assuring Houses and other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares, and Merchandizes, FROM LOSS or DAMAGE BY FIRE (1734), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
255 x 410 mm. 
 
Bodleian Library, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder II. 

328 



Illustration 2.57  
Westminster Fire Office, policy, dated 29 September 1792. 
Engraving. 
470 x 595 mm. 
 
Bodleian Library, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder II. 
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Illustration 2.58  
Bath Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 25 January 1785. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
Letterpress with woodcut illustration. 
305 x 490 mm. 
 
Bodleian Library, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder II. 
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Illustration 2.59  
Sun Fire Office, Rates and Rules of Insurance on Cotton, Lint, and Flax, Mills, 1804.  
This sheet was sent to agents. Similar documents were produced in 1803, 1805 and 1815. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.60  
Kent Insurance Company, Proposals of the Kent Insurance Company, For Insuring Houses, and 
other Buildings, Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes, from Loss and Damage by FIRE – 
December 24, 1804. (1804), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
Letterpress with ?woodblock illustration. 
 
Bodleian Library, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder I. 
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Illustration 2.61   
Hope Fire and Life Office, policy, dated 1808. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
390 x 550 mm. 
 
Bodleian Library, John Johnson Collection. 
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Illustration 2.62   
Atlas Fire Office, receipt, 1808–1850.  
Engraving and etching. 
  
British Museum. 
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Illustration 2.63  
Sun Fire Office, July 28th, 1803. Proposals from the Sun Fire-Office, in Cornhill, near the Royal-
Exchange, for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and 
Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1803), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
Letterpress and woodcut illustration. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.64 
Sun Fire Office, July 28th, 1803. Proposals from the Sun Fire-Office, in Cornhill, near the Royal-
Exchange, for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and 
Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1803), p. 2. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.65 
Sun Fire Office, June 14, 1804. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire (1804), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
284 x 450 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.66 
Sun Fire Office, July 7, 1808. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at Craig’s 
Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and 
Merchandise, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by 
Fire (1808). 
1 sheet ([2] p.) 
284 x 450 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.67  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 12 December 1808. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
292 x 457 mm. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 2.68  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 7 December 1804. 
This letter reminds a policy holder to renew their policy. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.69  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 1807. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.70  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 24 June 1801. 
Policy holders received this receipt when they renewed their policy, annually in this period. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.71  
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 2.72 
Sun Insurance Office, The Conditions, on the reverse of policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
The heading reads: ‘The Conditions, referred to in this Policy, are as follows:–’. Fifteen 
numbered clauses follow. ‘Articles’ is no longer used. 
  
Private Collection. 

344 



Illustration 2.73  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), cover. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 mm x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 2.74  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), front and back pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 mm x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 2.75  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 2.76  
Sun Insurance Office, receipt, dated 21 March 1902. 
265 mm x 104 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/2/1. 
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Illustration 2.77  
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
205 x 260 mm. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 2.78 (reverse of 2.77) 
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
205 x 260 mm. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 2.79  
Sun Insurance Office, letter from the cashier to agents Lewis & Holman, dated 7 January 1909. 
H 190 mm. 
  
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/17. 

351 



Illustration 2.80  
Sun Fire Office, Agents’ appointment form-notice, 1800–1810. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.81  
Sun Fire Office, handbill notice from the agent in Lincoln (1804). 
181 mm x 137 mm. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 2.82  
Sun Fire Office, Fire Office, Bank Buildings, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, London. For 
Insuring Houses and other Buildings, Goods, Merchandize, Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or 
Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1806). 
270 mm x 440 mm 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/2/4. 
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Illustration 2.83  
Sun Fire Office, poster for an agent in Leeds, 29 January 1819. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.84  
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, Chelmsford Chronicle, 1 April 1808 (so identified in the 
guard book in which it is pasted). 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 2.85  
Sun Fire Office, Instructions for the Agents of the Sun Fire-Office (London: W. P. Norris, 1807), 
cover and title page. 
72 p. 
approximately 120 x 190 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DC/001/MS15671. 
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Illustration 2.86  
Sun Insurance Office, Instructions for the Agents to the Sun Insurance Office (Fire) (London: J. 
Donnison, 1897), cover and title page. 
98 p. 
approximately 120 x 190 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DC/001/MS15671. 
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Illustration 3.1 
Sun Fire Office, June 14, 1804. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire (1804), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
284 x 450 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.2  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 12 December 1808. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
292 x 457 mm. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 3.3  
Illustration from a Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 1803. 
134 x 94 mm.  
 
Bodleian Library, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder II. 
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Illustration 3.4  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1 
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Illustration 3.5  
Sun Fire Office, July 28th, 1803. Proposals from the Sun Fire-Office, in Cornhill, near the Royal-
Exchange, for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and 
Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1803). 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
Letterpress and woodcut illustration. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.6  
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 3.7 (= Illustration 3.4)  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1 
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Illustration 3.8  
Fire Office, [Advertisement] from the Insurance-Office for Houses on the Back-Side of the 
Royal-Exchange [1681]. 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
205 x 335 mm.  
‘Mutilated at the top’, according to bibliographic note. 
 
British Library 
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Illustration 3.9  
Fire Office, September the 16th, 1681. An Advertisement from the Insurance-Office for Houses, 
&c (1681), p. 1. 
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 
185 x 295 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 3.10  
Fire Office, To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor … The Proposals of the Gentlemen of the 
Insurance Office is humbly Offered [1681]. 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
238 x 380 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/177. 
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Illustration 3.11  
Fire Office, An Enquiry, Whether it be the Interest of the City to Insure Houses from Fire; and 
Whether the Insured may Expect Any Advantage thereby, more than from the Insurance-Office 
Already Setled [1681], p.1. 
4 p., fo. 
238 x 355 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/178. 

369 



Illustration 3.12  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 1. 
4 p., fo. 
230 x 320 mm. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/176. 
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Illustration 3.13  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 4. 
4 p., fo. 
220 x 340 mm. 
The colophon reads: ‘London, Printed for the Gentlemen of the Insurance Office on the Back-
side of the Royal Exchange, where these Papers are to be had Gratis, 1681.‘ 
 
Bodleian. 
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Illustration 3.14  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal Exchange (1682). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
200 x 320 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 3.15  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal-Exchange (1683).  
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 3.16  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal-Exchange (1685). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 3.17  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Offices: one, against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill; and 
the Other, at the Rainbow Coffee-House, next the Inner-Temple-Gate (1687). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO 
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Illustration 3.18  
Fire Office, A Table, Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Eleven: at the 
Fire-Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill; and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by 
the Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleet-Street (1693). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
175 x 293 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 3.19  
Fire Office, [A Table,] Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Eleven: at the 
Fire-Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill: and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by 
the Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleetstreet (1698). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
Framed, 280 x 365 mm. 
 
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 3.20  
Fire Office, A Table, Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Seven: at the Fire-
Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill: and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by the 
Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleetstreet (1700). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
190 x 330 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 3.21  
Sun Fire Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, April the 10th, 1710. Proposals Set Forth by the 
Company of London-Insurers, for Insuring Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandizes, Furniture 
and Wares, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1710), p. 1. 
1 sheet (2 p.). 
185 x 340 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 3.22  
Sun Fire Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, July 4, 1712. Proposals Set Forth by the Company of 
the Sun-Fire-Office, in Threadneedle-Street, behind the Royal-Exchange, London, for Insuring 
Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandize, Furniture, and Wares, from Loss and Damage by Fire, 
in Any Part of Great Britain (1712), p. 1. 
1 sheet (2 p.). 
 
Eighteenth Century Collections Online from Harvard University Graduate School of Business. 
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Illustration 3.23 (= Illustration 3.5) 
Sun Fire Office, July 28th, 1803. Proposals from the Sun Fire-Office, in Cornhill, near the Royal-
Exchange, for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and 
Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1803). 
1 sheet ([2] p.) 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.24 (=Illustration 3.1) 
Sun Fire Office, June 14, 1804. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire (1804), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.25 
Sun Fire Office, July 7, 1808. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at Craig’s 
Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and 
Merchandise, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by 
Fire (1808). 
1 sheet ([2] p.) 
284 x 450 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.26  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 24 June 1801. 
Policy holders received this receipt when they renewed their policy, annually in this period. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 

384 



Illustration 3.27  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 1807. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.28  
Sun Fire Office, deposit book, 1800s, 
Purchaser received a deposit receipt when they paid down for a policy but before they received 
the filled-in policy. Deposit receipts were torn out from this book. 
12” x 6”. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 3.29  
Sun Fire Office, Agents’ appointment form-notice, 1800–1810. 
In the index to the Guard Book, this is identified as ‘Appointment – Handbill Notice’ and ‘Agents 
– Appointment – Handbill Notice’. The printer’s imprint dates it to 1800–1820. Its style dates it 
before 1810. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.30  
Sun Fire Office, October, 12, 1804. Sun Fire-Office. Orders and Directions to Firemen. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 3.31  
Sun Fire Office, The List of Firemen and Porters, with their Places of Abode, and Stations of the 
Engines, Belonging to the Sun Fire-Offices, in Cornhill, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, 
March 25 1803. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.32  
Sun Fire Office, A List of Agents to the Sun Fire Office (1804). 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.33  
Sun Fire Office, handbill notice from the agent in Lincoln (1804). 
181 mm x 137 mm. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 3.34  
Sun Fire Office, Fire Office, Bank Buildings, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, London. For 
Insuring Houses and other Buildings, Goods, Merchandize, Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or 
Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1806). 
270 mm x 440 mm 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/2/4. 
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Illustration 3.35  
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, The Bury and Norwich Post: Or, Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex, 
and Cambridge Advertiser, 2 January 1805, p. [1]. 
Below the advertisement for the Sun Fire Office is an advertisement for the British Fire Office, 
with its emblem. 
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Illustration 3.36  
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, Chelmsford Chronicle, 1 April 1808 (so identified in the 
guard book). 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.37  
Sun Fire Office, poster for an agent in Leeds, 29 January 1819. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.38  
Sun Fire Office, poster, 1825. 
‘The Managers have reduced the Rates of Premium on Country Insurance’. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.39  
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 3.40  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), cover. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 mm x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 3.41  
Sun Insurance Office, receipt, dated 21 March 1902. 
265 mm x 104 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/2/1. 
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Illustration 3.42  
Sun Insurance Office, letter from the cashier to agents Lewis & Holman, dated 7 January 1909. 
H 190 mm. 
  
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/17. 
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Illustration 3.43  
Sun Insurance Office, branded envelop in which a policy was despatched and contained, c. 
1900. 
  
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/9. 
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Illustration 3.44 
Fire Office, Phenix Office. Houses are Insured at the Phœnix Office for a Sum Certain, without 
any Contribution or Contingency whatsoever. And also by Mutual Contribution [1705?].  
Letterpress with woodcut illustration. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 
175 x 300 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 3.45 (= Illustration 3.22)  
Sun Fire Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, July 4, 1712. Proposals Set Forth by the Company of 
the Sun-Fire-Office, in Threadneedle-Street, behind the Royal-Exchange, London, for Insuring 
Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandize, Furniture, and Wares, from Loss and Damage by Fire, 
in Any Part of Great Britain (1712), p. 1. 
1 sheet (2 p.). 
 
Eighteenth Century Collections Online from Harvard University Graduate School of Business. 
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Illustration 3.46 (= Illustration 3.5)  
Sun Fire Office, July 28th, 1803. Proposals from the Sun Fire-Office, in Cornhill, near the Royal-
Exchange, for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and 
Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1803). 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
Letterpress and woodcut illustration. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.47  
Sun Fire Office, A List of the Firemen, with their Places of Abode, and Stations of the Engines, 
Belonging to the Sun Fire-Offices, in Cornhill, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, January 2 
1811. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.48  
Sun Fire Office, notices about rises in the price of building materials, February 1807. 
In the index to the guide book these are referred to as ‘Buildings. Mem. As to increase value of 
Materials’. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.49   
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated June 1748. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
270 x 430 mm. 
This is the earliest Sun Fire Office policy in the company’s guard book of historical printed 
material. The 1740s saw the first use of this particular illustration on the policy. 
  
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 3.50  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 10 February 1726. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 
Letterpress, engraving and manuscript. 
275 x 420 mm. 
 
Bodleian, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder II. 
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Illustration 3.51  
The factotum, or pierced initial, on Sun Fire Office, Nov. 5. 1716. Proposals Set Forth by the 
Company of the Sun Fire-Office, in Threadneedle-Street, behind the Royal Exchange, London, 
for Insuring Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandize, Furniture, and Wares, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire, in any Part of Great Britain (1716). The same factotum was used on Fire 
Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, July 4, 1712. Proposals (1712), Illustration 3.22. 
 
British Library.  
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Illustration 3.52  
Sun Insurance Office, renewal notice leaflet (1906), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 3.53 (= Illustration 3.52)  
Sun Insurance Office, renewal notice leaflet (1906), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
The renewal notices in 1891, 1903, 1905  and 1907 used the same effect. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 3.54  
Sun Insurance Office, Letter from the Accident Dept to agent Fassnidge regarding the Uxbridge 
Gas Company, 14 February 1910.  
The age of the Office is emblazoned in red at the top-right of the letter. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 3.55  
Sun Insurance Office, Letter to agents Lewis & Holman regarding a policy, 30 December 1910.  
The age of the Office is emblazoned in red at the top-right of the letter. 
 
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/17. 
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Illustration 3.56 (= Illustration 3.4)  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 mm x 206 mm. 
‘Copied from Policy dated 1726’, and followed by ‘The Oldest Insurance Office in the World’. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 3.57 (the reverse of Illustration 3.39) 
Sun Insurance Office, The Conditions, on the reverse of policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
The heading reads: ‘The Conditions, referred to in this Policy, are as follows:–’. Fifteen 
numbered clauses follow. ‘Articles’ is no longer used. 
  
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.1 
Fire Office, policy, dated 1682. 
Copperplate engraving.  
274 x 427 mm.  
1. The signatures of the insurers. 
2. The insurers both use the company seal in wax of a phoenix in flames. 
3. Witnesses’ signatures. 
According to the number, this was the company’s 1403rd policy. 
 
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 4.2  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 12 December 1808. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
292 x 457 mm. 
1. The signatures of representatives of the Office. 
2. The company’s embossed seal of a sun beside each name. 
3. Witnesses’ signatures. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.3  
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
1. The signatures of one representative of the Office. 
2. The company’s embossed seal of a sun beside the name. 
3. Witnesses’ signatures. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.4  
Fire Office, Propositions for Insuring Houses from Fire [1680], p. 2. 
1 sheet ([2] p.), ½° 
215 x 335 mm. 
Three specimen texts for each type of cover. Each has a heading, with the text  in italics. 
 
National Art Library. 
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Illustration 4.5  
Sun Fire Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, April the 10th, 1710. Proposals Set Forth by the 
Company of London-Insurers, for Insuring Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandizes, Furniture 
and Wares, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1710), p. 2. 
1 sheet (2 p.). 
185 x 340 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 4.6  
An MS Bond, 1693. 
180 x 295 mm. 
Its shape bears comparison with the Fire Office’s policy. 
 
London School of Economics, Clayton 3 C-COR (22/4/6). 
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Illustration 4.7 
An engraved Bond, dated 1698. 
195 x 305 mm. 
The printed kind of bond retained the format of the manuscript bond. 
 
TNA, E 192/29. 
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Illustration 4.8 (= Illustration 4.1) 
Fire Office, policy, dated 1682. 
Copperplate engraving.  
274 x 427 mm.  
 
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 4.9 
Fire Office, agreement in relation to a policy, dated 1697. 
Letterpress.  
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.10  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 24 August 1719. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 
Letterpress. 
200 x 325 mm (=foolscap). 
 
Bodleian, John Johnson Collection, Insurance 7. 
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Illustration 4.11  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 10 February 1726. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 
Letterpress, engraving and manuscript. 
275 x 420 mm. 
 
Bodleian, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder II. 
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Illustration 4.12  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 21 November 1806. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
The policy unfolds such that the illustration is immediately apparent. 
 
Kent Archives,  EK/U1453/B6/1. 
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Illustration 4.13  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 1808, is wrapped inside the Sun’s Proposals, which act as a 
pouch. 
148 x 123 mm. 
The policy’s number is written inside the emblem’s plaque, in imitation of an old-style firemark. 
 
Kent Archives,  EK/U1453/B6/1/18. 
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Illustration 4.14  
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 July 1908, and its envelop for transport and safe-
keeping. 
 
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/17. 

430 



Illustration 4.15 (= Illustration 4.2)  
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 12 December 1808. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
292 x 457 mm. 
‘Sun Fire Office’ is positioned in the centre in capital letters. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.16 (= Illustration 4.3)  
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
‘Sun Fire Office’ is positioned in the centre in capital letters. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.17 (= Illustrations 4.3 and 4.16)  
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
This policy contained a pre-printed list of conventional values. A value for them could be entered 
in the column on the right, headed ‘£’. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.18  
Sun Fire Office, July 28th, 1803. Proposals from the Sun Fire-Office, in Cornhill, near the Royal-
Exchange, for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and 
Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1803), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
Letterpress and woodcut illustration. 
This edition of the Sun’s Proposals was the last version on which the text ran over both sides, 
as it had done throughout the eighteenth century. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.19 (the reverse of Illustration 4.18) 
Sun Fire Office, July 28th, 1803. Proposals from the Sun Fire-Office, in Cornhill, near the Royal-
Exchange, for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and 
Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1803), p. 2. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.20 
Sun Fire Office, June 14, 1804. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire (1804), p. 1. 1 sheet ([2] p.). 
284 x 450 mm. 
This was the first edition of the Sun’s Proposals which compressed the text onto one side of the 
sheet and moved the emblem to the reverse, alone, so that it could acted as a wrapper for a 
policy. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.21 (the reverse of Illustration 4.20) 
Sun Fire Office, June 14, 1804. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire (1804), p. 2. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
284 x 450 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.22 (the reverse of Illustration 4.3) 
Sun Insurance Office, The Conditions, on the reverse of policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
The heading reads: ‘The Conditions, referred to in this Policy, are as follows:–’. Fifteen 
numbered clauses follow. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.23  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal Exchange (1682). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
200 x 320 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 4.24  
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
205 x 260 mm. 
The sheet has folds which turn this side of it into a mini leaflet. 
1. Address  
2. Branches 
3. Funds 
4. Rates 
5. Long success 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.25 (the reverse of Illustration 4.24) 
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
205 x 260 mm. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.26 (= Illustrations 4.1 and 4.8) 
Fire Office, policy, dated 1682. 
Copperplate engraving.  
274 x 427 mm.  
 
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 4.27 (= Illustration 4.2) 
Sun Fire Office, policy, dated 12 December 1808. 
1 sheet ([1] p.).  
Letterpress, copperplate engraving and manuscript. 
292 x 457 mm. 
On the right, ‘No’ prominently requires the policy number. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.28 (= Illustration 4.3) 
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
At the top left, ‘No.’ and a grey octagon require the policy number. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.29 
From the Fire-Office in [blank] In [blank] [blank] Insured [blank] House [blank] for [blank] Year 
which Term [blank] expire the [blank] day of [blank] 17[blank] [1713]. 
1 sheet ([1] p.). 1/12°. 
Letterpress and manuscript. 
107 x 165 mm. 
The number at the top right is likely the policy number. 
 
TNA, E 192/29. 
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Illustration 4.30  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 22 October 1725.  
‘Pol. No.’, at the top left.  
 
TNA, C 110/53. 
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Illustration 4.31  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 19 September 1812. 
Among a pile of receipts 1812–1815 inside the policy for Elizabeth Grant. 
‘Pol. No.’, at the top left, as in 1725.  
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/1/28. 
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Illustration 4.32  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 7 December 1804. 
This letter, which reminds a policy holder to renew their policy, positions in a blank for the policy 
number in the body of the letter’s text. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.33  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), cover. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 mm x 206 mm. 
‘Policy No.’ is printed into the form, whereas a space for the customer’s name is not. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.34  
Sun Insurance Office, envelop for a policy, 1908. 
The ‘Policy No.’ goes before the ‘Name of Insured’. 
 
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/17. 
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Illustration 4.35  
Sun Insurance Office, letter to agent Fassnidge regarding a policy, dated 11 February 1910. 
A line following the word ‘respecting’ allows space for the policy number and a name.  
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.36  
Sun Insurance Office, letter to agent Fassnidge regarding a new policy, dated 5 October 1911.  
H 150 mm 
A blank for ‘Policy No.’, besides which the customer’s name has also been written.  
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.37  
Sun Insurance Office, letter to agent Fassnidge regarding a policy, dated 18 February 1910.  
H 250 mm  
With a printed blank for ‘Policy No.’.  
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.38  
Sun Insurance Office, letter from ‘Accounts’ to agents Lewis & Holman making corrections to 
their accounts, 22 December 1911.  
190 x 190 mm. 
With ‘Policy’ typed in capitals with a blank line.  
 
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/9. 
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Illustration 4.39  
Sun Insurance Office, loss form, completed c. 1904.  
In relation to a claim made on a policy, this form transcribes from the policy what was insured on 
the policy, including the total sum insured. 
This form has been attached by a pin to a newspaper clipping and a scrap note that relate to 
the fire which resulted in the claim. 
125 x 200 mm. 
‘No. of Policy’ is at the top. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/F/043/MS38869/001. 

455 



Illustration 4.40  
Sun Insurance Office, loss form, dated 1904. It shows the sums for Insured, Claimed, Allowed 
on the claim. 
220 x 270 mm. 
The blank for the ‘No.’ is at the top left. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/F/043/MS38869/001. 
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Illustration 4.41  
Sun Insurance Office, envelop in which to contain material about losses, dated 1904. 
120 x 280 mm 
This envelop contains the previous two documents (Illustrations 4.39 and 4.40), and the next 
document (Illustration 4.42) as well as other documents that relate to the claim. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/F/043/MS38869/001. 

457 



Illustration 4.42  
Messrs Eiloart, surveyors’ invoice to the Sun Fire Office, October 1904.  
It is the fee ‘To arranging settlement of Loss under above Policy’. The form includes the Sun’s 
Loss Number for the claim, at the far left. The form is printed ‘Fire Office’ in order that it can be 
used for the business for different fire-office clients. 
210 x 165 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/F/043/MS38869/001. 
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Illustration 4.43  
Sun Fire Office, firemark, issued 1710–1735. 
Lead, 165 x 170 mm. 
Sun firemarks continued to be stamped with a specific policy number until at least 1806. 
   
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 4.44  
Sun Fire Office, agent’s policy book, 1806–1833. 
  
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/1. 
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Illustration 4.45  
Sun Fire Office, agent’s policy book, c. 1889–1920. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3. 
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Illustration 4.46  
Sun Fire Office, agent’s policy book, 1806–1833. 
  
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/1. 
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Illustration 4.47 (= Illustration 4.31)  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 19 September 1812. 
Among a pile of receipts 1812–1815 inside the policy for Elizabeth Grant. 
‘Rect. No.’ is at the top right.  
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/1/28. 
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Illustration 4.48  
Sun Insurance Office, receipt, dated 21 March 1902. 
265 x 104 mm. 
‘Receipt No.’ is answered with a stamped number. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/2/1. 
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Illustration 4.49 (= Illustration 4.41)  
Sun Insurance Office, envelop in which to contain material about losses, dated 1904. 
120 x 280 mm 
At the top-right, the ‘Loss No.’ within a ‘Series’ must be entered. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/F/043/MS38869/001. 
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Illustration 4.50 (= Illustration 4.23) 
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal Exchange (1682). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
200 x 320 mm. 
The date of the broadside is printed in the colophon. All issues of A Table, from 1682 to 1700, 
printed the date similarly. 
  
British Library. 
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Illustration 4.51 (= Illustration 4.20) 
Sun Fire Office, June 14, 1804. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire (1804), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
284 x 450 mm. 
The day’s date of the sheet is printed right at the top. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.52 (= Illustration 4.22) 
Sun Insurance Office, The Conditions, on the reverse of policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
The day’s date is printed in abbreviated form, right at the bottom: ‘(12/02/1904.)’. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 4.53  
Fire Office, Propositions for Insuring Houses from Fire [1681], p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.), ½°. 
215 x 335 mm. 
The Insurance Office organised its thinking in numbered points. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 4.54  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 1. 
4 p., fo. 
230 x 320 mm. 
The author of this pamphlet outlines his four arguments up front, and then addresses each topic 
in turn; beginning, ‘As to the First‘. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/176. 
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Illustration 4.55  
Sun Fire Office, rates card, 1810.  
147 x 105 mm. 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/2/5. 
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Illustration 4.56 (= Illustration 4.24, upside down)  
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
205 x 260 mm. 
In the central panel is ‘Rates for Insuring £100 for One Year’. The headings for each category 
are centralised above a list. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.57 (= Illustration 4.25 and the reverse of Illustration 4.56) 
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
205 x 260 mm. 
Double horizontal lines separate the sections of the form. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.58  
Fire Office, A Table, Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Eleven: at the 
Fire-Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill; and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by 
the Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleet-Street (1693). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
175 x 293 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 4.59  
Sun Fire Office, Fire Office, Bank Buildings, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, London. For 
Insuring Houses and other Buildings, Goods, Merchandize, Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or 
Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1806). 
270 mm x 440 mm 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/2/4. 
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Illustration 4.60 
Sun Fire Office, poster for an agent in Leeds, 29 January 1819. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.61  
Sun Fire Office, Agents’ appointment form-notice, 1800–1810. 
In the index to the Guard Book, this is identified as ‘Appointment – Handbill Notice’ and ‘Agents 
– Appointment – Handbill Notice’. The printer’s imprint dates it to 1800–1820. Its style dates it 
before 1810. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.62  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 1807. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.63  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), front and back pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 mm x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.64  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 mm x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.65  
Sun Insurance Office (Fire), Report of the Directors, 1897, p. [1]. 
[7] p. 
 
LMA CLC/B/192/B/003/MS15030/001. 
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Illustration 4.66  
Sun Insurance Office (Fire), Report of the Directors, 1897, p. [3]. 
[7] p. 
 
LMA CLC/B/192/B/003/MS15030/001. 
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Illustration 4.67  
Sun Insurance Office (Fire), Report of the Directors, 1897, pp. [4]–[5]. 
[7] p. 
 
LMA CLC/B/192/B/003/MS15030/001. 
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Illustration 4.68  
Sun Insurance Office (Fire), Report of the Directors, 1897, pp. [6]–[7]. 
[7] p. 
 
LMA CLC/B/192/B/003/MS15030/001. 
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Illustration 4.69  
Sun Insurance Office (Fire), Report of the Directors, 1897, back. 
[7] p. 
 
LMA CLC/B/192/B/003/MS15030/001. 
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Illustration 4.70  
Fire Office, Arguments for Insuring Houses from Fire [1680], p. 2. 
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 
180 x 380 mm. 
 
LSE. 
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Illustration 4.71 (Same document as Illustration 4.70) 
Close up on the list in Fire Office, Arguments for Insuring Houses from Fire [1680], p. 2. 
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 
180 x 380 mm. 
 
LSE. 
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Illustration 4.72  
Fire Office, An Enquiry, Whether it be the Interest of the City to Insure Houses from Fire; and 
Whether the Insured may Expect Any Advantage thereby, more than from the Insurance-Office 
Already Setled [1681], p. 3. 
4 p., fo. 
238 x 355 mm. 
‘Brick’, ‘Brick’ and ‘Timber’ head the table’s columns. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/178. 
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Illustration 4.73  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 4. 
4 p., fo. 
220 x 340 mm. 
 
Bodleian. 
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Illustration 4.74  
City of London, A Table of all Terms of Years from One to Thirty One Inclusive; and from thence 
by Every Ten Years to One Hundred Inclusive, and from thence for ever; where is Set Down the 
Sums of Money to be Paid for Insuring a Brick House for any of those Terms of Years 
Proportionably to Four Pounds for ever, for every Hundred Pounds Value Insured on such 
Buildings; Calculated by Order of Common Council (1681). 
1 sheet (1 p.). 
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 4.75 
Sun Fire Office, July 7, 1808. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at Craig’s 
Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and 
Merchandise, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by 
Fire (1808). 
1 sheet ([2] p.) 
284 x 450 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.76  
Sun Insurance Office, renewal notice leaflet (1906), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 4.77  
Sun Fire Office, Rates and Rules of Insurance on Cotton, Lint, and Flax, Mills, 1804.  
This sheet was sent to agents. Similar documents were produced in 1803, 1805 and 1815. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.78  
Sun Fire Office, Rate Book, 1798/1803, pp. 8–9. 
Classifications from B, from ‘Back-Makers’, ‘Bacon Curers’, ‘Bagnio-Keepers’ to Brandy-Shops 
– Stock only’, ‘Butchers’ and ‘Button-Makers with Fire Process’. 
The book measures 195 x 310 x 10 mm. 
1. ‘Rate or Class’ 
2. ‘Brick’ ‘Timber or Brick & Timber’ ‘Thatched’ 
3. ‘Rules, Clauses, and Warranties’ 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/F/023/MS38872/001. 
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Illustration 4.79  
Table of British Fire Companies for 1894 
The companies are listed in alphabetical order on the left. Columns are assigned to ‘Premiums’, 
‘Losses’, ‘Expenses’ , among other measures, and there are narrow columns for ‘comparative 
order’ for the different measures. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/011/MS15050. 
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Illustration 4.80 (= Illustration 4.70)  
Fire Office, Arguments for Insuring Houses from Fire [1680], p. 2. 
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 
180 x 380 mm. 
The final word is: ‘Those that shall Subscribe before the Writings are Sealed, are to have the 
same Benefit with those that have already Subscribed.’ 
 
LSE. 
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Illustration 4.81  
Fire Office, September the 16th, 1681. An Advertisement from the Insurance-Office for Houses, 
&c (1681), p. 2. 1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 185 x 295 mm. 
The final paragraph makes an offer to its reader, in italics: ‘These are to give Notice, That 
whereas Several Gentlemen, to shew their willingness to Encourage this Design, have 
subscribed to Insure their Houses, as soon as the Conveyances were Settled; upon which 
Account it was Proposed, as an acknowledgement for their Encouraging the Office, that they 
should have a Years purchase Gratis: That is, That they should Insure Eight Years for Five Paid, 
Twelve for Seven, Twenty-One for Nine, and Thirty-One for Ten. And, whereas many more 
would have subscribed, had there been due Attendance given at the Office: And because it is 
now vacation;  It is therefore thought fit to propose; That those Gentlemen that shall Insure their 
Houses, and take their Policies before the First Day of November next, shall have the same 
Advantage with those that did Subscribe.’ 
British Library. 497 



Illustration 4.82  
Fire Office, An Enquiry, Whether it be the Interest of the City to Insure Houses from Fire; and 
Whether the Insured may Expect Any Advantage thereby, more than from the Insurance-Office 
Already Setled [1681], p. 4. 
4 p., fo. 
238 x 355 mm. 
An offer is made in the final paragraph. 
 
TNA, SP 9/251/178. 
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Illustration 4.83 (= Illustration 4.73)  
Fire Office, Observations on the Proposals of the City to Insure Houses in Case of Fire (1681), 
p. 4. 
4 p., fo. 
220 x 340 mm. 
The first ringed paragraph offers customers their money back for the difference in price. The 
final paragraph, a heading to the table, explains the discount in buying a longer policy. 
 
Bodleian. 
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Illustration 4.84 (= Illustration 4.20) 
Sun Fire Office, June 14, 1804. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire (1804), p. 1. 1 sheet ([2] p.). 
284 x 450 mm. 
The Proposals compartmentalised many different subject matters. The highlighted paragraph 
explains the discount available on insurance for more than a year: ‘PERSONS MAY INSURE 
FOR MORE YEARS THAN ONE’. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.85 (= Illustration 4.32)  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 7 December 1804. 
A distinct paragraph, beginning ‘NB’ explains a discount. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 

501 



Illustration 4.86 (= Illustration 4.76) 
Sun Insurance Office, renewal notice leaflet (1906), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
A distinct paragraph outlines ‘A Discount on Premiums’. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 

502 



Illustration 4.87  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 24 June 1801. 
The receipt packs in three different general messages about fire insurance, for the policy holder. 
Policy holders received this receipt when they renewed, in lieu of a new policy. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 4.88 
Fire Office, policy, dated 1699. 
Copperplate engraving.  
A sentence has been added to the bottom of the policy (not on previous versions): ‘Upon 
Assigning this Policy it is necessary that the Assignment be Registred in the Office’. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 5.1  
Fire Office, [Advertisement] from the Insurance-Office for Houses on the Back-Side of the 
Royal-Exchange [1681]. 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
205 x 335 mm.  
‘Mutilated at the top’, according to bibliographic note. 
 
British Library 
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Illustration 5.2  
Fire Office, September the 16th, 1681. An Advertisement from the Insurance-Office for Houses, 
&c (1681), p. 2. 
1 sheet (2 p.), 1°. 
185 x 295 mm. 
The paragraphs highlighted name ‘those that were pleased to accept of the Trust’, ‘the Councel 
Chosen’ and ‘the Names of those Persons that are to Subscribe’ policies. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 5.3  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal Exchange (1682). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
200 x 320 mm. 
The lists of names of the Trustees and the Councel are part of the display qualities of the sheet. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 5.4  
Post Office Annual Directory (1808), p. 371. 

508 



Illustration 5.5 
Sun Fire Office, June 24, 1820. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross … Conditions (1820), p. 2. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
The back of the Sun’s Conditions (the successor to the Proposals) now put a list of the Sun’s 
managers on the back. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.6 
Sun Fire Office, April 6, 1826. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross … Conditions (1826), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
This version of the Sun’s Conditions (the successor to the Proposals) moved the list of the 
Sun’s managers from the back to the top of the front. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.7  
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
Under the heading in capitals ‘Directors’, their names are listed. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 5.8  
Sun Insurance Office (Fire), Report of the Directors, 1897, p. [1]. 
[7] p. 
The names of the Directors are listed on the front of the Report, in two columns, with the 
Assistant Secretary and Secretary named below. 
 
LMA CLC/B/192/B/003/MS15030/001. 

512 



Illustration 5.9  
Sun Insurance Office, renewal notice leaflet (1906), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
The list of Directors, followed at a distance by the ‘Assistant Secretaries’ and the ‘Manager & 
Secretary’. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 5.10  
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, The Bury and Norwich Post: Or, Suffolk, Norfolk, Essex, 
and Cambridge Advertiser, 2 January 1805, p. [1]. 
The advertisement lists the names of the agents in the newspaper’s region. 
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Illustration 5.11  
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, Chelmsford Chronicle, 1 April 1808 (so identified in the 
guard book). 
The advertisement lists the names of the agents in the newspaper’s region, by town. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.12  
Sun Fire Office, template for advertisements, 1822. 
It is identified as ‘Advertisements. Quarterly Form. 6 March 1822’ in the index to the guard book. 
It begins: ‘The Printed RECEIPTS for PREMIUMS and DUTY on POLICIES as they become 
due, are ready for Delivery, and are in the hands of the undermentioned Agents of the Office:–’  
The space allows the list of names to be inserted, for each country newspaper accordingly, as in 
the two previous Illustrations. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.13  
Sun Fire Office, Fire Office, Bank Buildings, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, London. For 
Insuring Houses and other Buildings, Goods, Merchandize, Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or 
Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1806). 
270 mm x 440 mm. 
Agents’ names are listed by county. The counties are set in centred, italic capital letters. 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/2/4. 
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Illustration 5.14  
Sun Fire Office, Agents’ appointment form-notice, 1800–1810. 
In the index to the Guard Book, this is identified as ‘Appointment – Handbill Notice’ and ‘Agents 
– Appointment – Handbill Notice’. The printer’s imprint dates it to 1800–1820. Its style dates it 
before 1810. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.15  
Sun Fire Office, handbill notice from the agent in Lincoln (1804). 
181 x 137 mm. 
Capital letters mark out the names of the agents in the Lincoln area, under the large heading 
‘Sun Fire-Office, London’. 
 
Private Collection. 

519 



Illustration 5.16 
Sun Fire Office, poster for an agent in Leeds, 29 January 1819. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.17 
Sun Fire Office, notice about an agent in Leeds, 29 January 1819.  
This handbill runs the same text as the poster of same date in the previous Illustration. 
Its first paragraph reads: ‘The Public are respectfully informed that the Business of this Office 
will be conducted as usual, at Mr Kitchingman’s, Boar-Lane, for the present, under the 
Management of Mr Wm Musson, of the Sun Fire Office, London.’ 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.18  
Sun Fire Office, A List of Agents to the Sun Fire Office (1804). 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.19  
Sun Fire Office, The List of Firemen and Porters, with their Places of Abode, and Stations of the 
Engines, Belonging to the Sun Fire-Offices, in Cornhill, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, 
March 25 1803. 
The number on the left of each column of names indicates ‘Badge No.’. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.20  
Sun Fire Office, A List of the Firemen, with their Places of Abode, and Stations of the Engines, 
Belonging to the Sun Fire-Offices, in Cornhill, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, January 2 
1811. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.21  
British Mercury, 16–23 December 1713, p. 1.  
Letterpress with woodcut illustrations, 6 p. 
180 x 285 mm. 
Customers were advised, in the Sun’s in-house news-sheet, of the new-style receipt that they 
could expect to receive, which employed two unusual typefaces. Examples of Sun receipts from 
1720 show the receipts still exactly as trailed in the British Mercury: LMA, SC/GL/NOB/C/064/9. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.22  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 22 October 1725.  
The names of the managers were printed to save the the task of signing receipts. They were set 
in Scriptographia, a relatively exclusive typeface, which made the receipt more difficult to 
counterfeit. By looking distinct from other typefaces, it also connoted the idiosyncrasy of an 
actual signature. However, by 1725, the body of the receipt was printed in conventional 
typefaces (roman and black-letter) in contrast to the template in the previous illustration. 
  
TNA, C 110/53. 
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Illustration 5.23  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 25 September 1738.  
Letterpress with security engraving,  
175 x 130 mm. 
The actual signatures of the managers were now reproduced, presumably by a woodcut that 
could be printed alongside the letterpress text.  
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.24  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 24 June 1801. 
Note how large the facsimile signatures (on the right) have become, especially compared to the 
space for the actual signature of the witness (on the left), which in this case contains two names 
in one hand. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.25  
Sun Fire Office, receipt, dated 19 September 1812. 
Note how large the facsimile signatures (on the right) are, especially compared to the space for 
the actual signature of the witness, on the left. 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/1/28. 
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Illustration 5.26  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 7 December 1804. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.27  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 5 June 1811. 
 
Bodleian, John Johnson Collection, Insurance 7. 
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Illustration 5.28  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 1807. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 

532 



Illustration 5.29  
Sun Insurance Office, renewal notice leaflet (1906), cover. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
The agent used a purpose-made ink stamp to sign off in the allotted blank. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 5.30  
Sun Insurance Office, receipt, dated 21 March 1902. 
265 x 104 mm. 
A real signature by an agent alone authorised this version of the receipt. ‘Agent’ is printed 
beside the signature. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/2/1. 
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Illustration 5.31  
Sun Insurance Office, notice about the Office’s name change, 1 January 1892. 
It reads: ‘The Directors have to announce that the change in the Title of the Company from SUN 
FIRE OFFICE to SUN INSURANCE OFFICE is simply due to the fact of the Company having 
under Act of Parliament acquired a formal constitution with extended powers…’ 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/011/MS15050. 
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Illustration 5.32  
Sun Fire Office, fireman’s bond, 1800s. 
330 x 406 mm. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 5.33  
This factotum, or pierced initial, was used on firemen’s bonds in use in the nineteenth century. 
This impression of it comes from Sun Fire Office, Nov. 5. 1716. Proposals Set Forth by the 
Company of the Sun Fire-Office, in Threadneedle-Street, behind the Royal Exchange, London, 
for Insuring Houses, Moveable Goods, Merchandize, Furniture, and Wares, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire, in any Part of Great Britain (1716). The same factotum was used on Fire 
Office, From the Sun-Fire-Office, July 4, 1712. Proposals (1712). 
 
British Library.  
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Illustration 5.34  
May 21 1804. Fire-Watch. Instructions for the Engineers and Firemen Employed on the Fire-
Watch (1804). 
381 x 470 mm. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 5.35  
Sun Insurance Office, Order Sheet for policies, 1894. 
 
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/9. 
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Illustration 5.36  
Sun Insurance Office, Endorsement Form, c. 1900. 
 
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/9. 
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Illustration 5.37  
Sun Fire Office, agent’s policy book, 1806–1833, front cover. 
The front cover is affixed with a red label: ‘Sun Fire Office, London’. 
  
ESRO, ACC 4113/6/1. 
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Illustration 5.38  
Sun Fire Office, agent’s policy book, c1889–1920, front cover. 
The front cover is affixed with a crimson and gold label: ‘Sun Fire Office London, Established 
1710’, around a sun face. However, in this period, the Office became the Sun Insurance Office. 
  
Hillingdon Archives, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3. 
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Illustration 5.39  
Sun Fire Office, agent’s policy book, c1889–1920, inside pages. 
The agent is encouraged to personalise the policy book to himself. On the right is ‘AGENCY’, 
followed by ‘Mr’ with a line for the agent’s name and his town; in this case Heron & sons, 
Uxbridge. 
On the left is a sticker for J. Donnison & Son, ‘Lithographers & Engravers’, ‘Stationers, Printers 
and Account Book Manufacturers’ on Wormwood Street, London. The sticker has a blank space 
in which a number has been entered which identifies this book and allows it to be re-ordered 
easily. 
  
Hillingdon Archives, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3. 
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Illustration 5.40  
Sun Insurance Office, agent’s renewal register, 1892–1903, front cover. 
The front cover is affixed with the same crimson and gold label as on the policy book: ‘Sun Fire 
Office London, Established 1710’, around a sun face. However, the Office had already become 
the Sun Insurance Office 
  
Hillingdon Archives, MC25C/SF1/1570/2/1. 
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Illustration 5.41  
Sun Insurance Office, agent’s renewal register, 1892–1903, inside pages. 
As with the policy book (Illustration 5.39), there is a box on the right for the agent to personalise 
the renewal register to himself.  
On the left is the same sticker for J. Donnison & Son as on the policy book (Illustration 5.39). A 
different number has been entered in In the blank space for the number of the book, a different 
number has been entered than that for the policy book. 
  
Hillingdon Archives, MC25C/SF1/1570/2/1. 
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Illustration 5.42  
Sun Insurance Office, agent’s renewal register, 1903–1921, front cover. 
The front cover is affixed with a new red and gold label which takes into account the Office’s 
new name: ‘Sun Insurance Office, London. RENEWAL REGISTER’, and forgoes the sun 
emblem. 
 
Hillingdon Archives, MC25C/SF1/1570/2/2. 
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Illustration 5.43  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), front and back pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
The graphics of the Sun’s brand dominated this leaflet, with the positioning and styling of the 
name and the emblem. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 5.44  
Sun Insurance Office, Fire Renewal Notice (1909), inside pages. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
The graphics of the Sun’s brand dominated this leaflet, with the positioning and styling of the 
name and the reproduction of the Sun’s earliest policy engraving, which showed the Office’s 
longevity.  
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 5.45a 
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
205 x 260 mm. 
The company’s name and emblem give character to this mundane form, acting as an engaging 
masthead to the sheet, even in black and white (Illustration 5.45b). At the top right is ‘Agency’ 
followed by two dotted lines for the agent to fill in. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 5.45b 
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form, dated 1908. 
205 x 260 mm. 
This is a black-and-white version of Illustration 5.45a. It is the same in all aspects except that it is blank on 
the back and it has been printed specifically for the Charing Cross branch, as identified at the top-right.  
It was filled in by Mrs Easten, and another hand, presumably an agent. Mrs Easten was a manicurist, who 
traded off Hanover Square as Madame Francoise. In 1909 her premises suffered a fire and she made a 
claim on the Office. The Secretary raised suspicions about her with the branch, which assuaged them. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/F/043/MS38869/001. 
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Illustration 5.46 (the reverse of Illustration 5.45a) 
Sun Insurance Office, Proposal for Fire Insurance, leaflet-form (1906). 
1 sheet. 
205 x 260 mm. 
The sheet has folds which turn this side of it into a mini leaflet. The cover of the leaflet makes 
the company look sinuous and fashionable. Its name is repeated twice in red, in a nice 
symmetry as the reader opened the leaflet. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 5.47  
Sun Fire Office, circular to agents, 22 March 1804, crossed out for 21 April. 
The letter concerns new rates on cotton, lint and flax mills, which were enclosed separately. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.48  
Sun Fire Office, circular to agents, 20 June 1804. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.49  
Sun Fire Office, circular to agents, 1 May 1811.  
H 235 mm. 
The letter concerns water corn mills. 
 
Kent EK/U1453/B6/2/3. 
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Illustration 5.50  
Sun Fire Office, circular to agents, 1 May 1816.  
160 x 100 mm. 
The letter concerns insurances on lace. 
 
Kent EK/U1453/B6/2/3. 
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Illustration 5.51  
Sun Insurance Office, letter to agent Fassnidge regarding a policy, dated 18 February 1910.  
H 250 mm  
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 5.52  
Sun Fire Office, Fire Office, Bank Buildings, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, London. For 
Insuring Houses and other Buildings, Goods, Merchandize, Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or 
Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire.  
With a note on the side from Sun secretary Edward Griffin to agent Francis Cobb, 31 October 
1806. 
365 x 465 mm. 
The poster lists agents in different English cities. 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/2/3. 
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Illustration 5.53  
Sun Fire Office, ‘A Form of Instruction’ for the cotton industry, 1804. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 

558 



Illustration 5.54  
Sun Fire Office, circular to agents, 10 May 1816. 
H 330 mm. 
The letter contains ‘Questions applicable to Cotton and Flax Mills‘ and ‘Questions applicable to 
Woollen Mills’, for the agents to ask accordingly. 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/2/3. 
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Illustration 5.55  
Sun Fire Office, Instructions for the Agents of the Sun Fire-Office (London: W. P. Norris, 1807), 
cover and title page. 
72 p. 
approximately 120 x 190 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DC/001/MS15671. 
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Illustration 5.56  
Sun Insurance Office, Instructions for the Agents to the Sun Insurance Office (Fire) (London: J. 
Donnison, 1897), cover. 
98 p. 
approximately 120 x 190 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DC/001/MS15671. 
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Illustration 5.57  
Sun Insurance Office, Instructions for the Agents to the Sun Insurance Office (Fire) (London: J. 
Donnison, 1897), preface on p. [3]. 
98 p. 
approximately 120 x 190 mm. 
The Secretary uses the form of a letter at the start of the book to press upon the Sun’s agents 
that they attend to the contents within. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DC/001/MS15671. 
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Illustration 5.58  
Sun Insurance Office, Instructions for the Agents to the Sun Insurance Office (Fire) (London: J. 
Donnison, 1897), title page. 
98 p. 
approximately 120 x 190 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DC/001/MS15671. 
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Illustration 5.59  
Sun Fire Office, Instructions for the Agents of the Sun Fire-Office (London: W. P. Norris, 1807), 
Index begins on p. 61. 
72 p. 
approximately 120 x 190 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DC/001/MS15671. 
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Illustration 5.60  
Sun Insurance Office, Instructions for the Agents to the Sun Insurance Office (Fire) (London: J. 
Donnison, 1897), index, pp. 88–89. 
98 p. 
approximately 120 x 190 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DC/001/MS15671. 
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Illustration 5.61  
Sun Fire Office, Caution handbill notice, 1809. 
H 100 mm. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.62  
Sun Fire Office, letter-form to claimants, 1806. 
The letter advises a claimant that ‘YOUR Claim on this Office for Loss by Fire was ordered for 
Payment this Day.’ It ends: ‘N.B. You are particularly desired not to give either Fee or Gratuity to 
any Person belonging to this Office.’ 
At the top, a note by hand states, ‘Began to use this form 1806’. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.63 (= Illustration 5.1)  
Fire Office, [Advertisement] from the Insurance-Office for Houses on the Back-Side of the 
Royal-Exchange [1681]. 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
205 x 335 mm.  
In this advertisement, the proposers of the Insurance Office first chose to put the location of the 
office in the title to the sheet. 
 
British Library 
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Illustration 5.64 (= Illustration 5.3)  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal Exchange (1682). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
200 x 320 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 5.65  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal-Exchange (1683).  
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 5.66  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Office at the Back-side of the Royal-Exchange (1685). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 5.67  
Fire Office, A Table of the Insurance Offices: one, against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill; and 
the Other, at the Rainbow Coffee-House, next the Inner-Temple-Gate (1687). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°.  
 
EEBO. 
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Illustration 5.68  
Fire Office, A Table, Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Eleven: at the 
Fire-Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill; and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by 
the Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleet-Street (1693). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
175 x 293 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 5.69  
Fire Office, [A Table,] Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Eleven: at the 
Fire-Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill: and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by 
the Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleetstreet (1698). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
Framed, 280 x 365 mm. 
 
Museum of London. 
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Illustration 5.70  
Fire Office, A Table, Shewing the Rates of Insuring Houses from One Year to Seven: at the Fire-
Office, Kept against the Royal-Exchange in Cornhill: and at the Rainbow Coffee-House by the 
Inner-Temple-Gate in Fleetstreet (1700). 
1 sheet ([1] p.), 1°. 
190 x 330 mm. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 5.71  
Sun Fire Office, July 28th, 1803. Proposals from the Sun Fire-Office, in Cornhill, near the Royal-
Exchange, for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, Wares and Merchandize, and 
Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1803), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
Letterpress and woodcut illustration. 
The Office’s address in London is trumpeted at the top. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.72 
Sun Fire Office, June 14, 1804. Sun Fire-Office, Cornhill, near the Royal-Exchange, and at 
Craig’s Court, Charing-Cross. Proposals for Insuring Houses, and Other Buildings, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandize, and Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or Building, and Craft, from Loss and 
Damage by Fire (1804), p. 1. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
284 x 450 mm. 
The Office’s two addresses in London are now trumpeted at the top. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 

577 



Illustration 5.73 (= Illustration 5.26)  
Sun Fire Office, renewal letter-form, 7 December 1804. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 5.74 (= Illustration 5.13)  
Sun Fire Office, Fire Office, Bank Buildings, and Craig’s Court, Charing Cross, London. For 
Insuring Houses and other Buildings, Goods, Merchandize, Ships in Harbour, in Dock, or 
Building, and Craft, from Loss and Damage by Fire (1806). 
270 mm x 440 mm. 
The London status of the company is made clear in the title, in this poster to promote country 
agents. 
 
Kent Archives, EK/U1453/B6/2/4. 
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Illustration 5.75 (= Illustration 5.15)  
Sun Fire Office, handbill notice from the agent in Lincoln (1804). 
181 mm x 137 mm. 
‘London’ is conspicuous in the title to this handbill. 
 
Private Collection. 

580 



Illustration 5.76 (= Illustration 5.7)  
Sun Insurance Office, policy, dated 10 June 1904. 
1 sheet ([2] p.). 
279 x 457 mm. 
The Chief Office of the Sun Insurance Office is positioned in the centre below the illustration. 
 
Private Collection. 
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Illustration 5.77 (= Illustration 5.29)  
Sun Insurance Office, renewal notice leaflet (1906), cover. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
The cover of this leaflet did not give the full address of the Sun’s head office, only ‘London’. 
‘Agent at’ left a space for the agent to write, or in this case to stamp, his specific address. 
However, the address of the Sun’s head office was printed on the back of the leaflet with a ‘Note 
to Postal Authorities – If not delivered to be returned to’. 
   
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 5.78 (= Illustration 5.30)  
Sun Insurance Office, receipt, dated 21 March 1902. 
265 x 104 mm. 
 
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/2/1. 
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Illustration 5.79  
Sun Insurance Office, receipt, dated 20 August 1894. 
 
Guildhall Library, FO PAM 8933. 

584 



Illustration 5.80 (= Illustration 5.29)  
Sun Insurance Office, renewal notice leaflet (1906), cover. 
1 sheet ([4] p.). 
130 x 206 mm. 
  
Hillingdon, MC25C/SF1/1570/1/3/1. 
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Illustration 6.1 
Figaro, 18 July 1885, cover. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 6.2 
‘Insurance Companies and the Public’, Figaro, 18 July 1885, p. 9. 
 
British Library. 
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Illustration 6.3 
Newspaper cuttings in a Sun Insurance Office ‘Memorandum Book’, 1891–1892. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/007/MS11935G. 
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Illustration 6.4 
A newspaper clipping, ‘Fatal Fire at King’s Cross. Six Persons Suffocated’ (source unidentified), 
is affixed to company documentation of a claim, 1904. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/F/043/MS38869/001. 
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Illustration 6.5 
British Mercury, 1 February 1712, p. 1. 
Letterpress with woodcut illustrations. 
240 x 350 mm. 
 
Bodleian, John Johnson Collection, Insurance Folder I. 
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Illustration 6.6 
True Protestant (Domestick) Intelligence, 7 May 1680, with news about a ‘New Office’ – the 
Insurance Office to be. 
 
Bodleian Library. 
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Illustration 6.7 
Mercurius Civicus, 12 May 1680, with an advertisement from the Insurance Office-to-be in the 
‘Advertisements’ section. 
 
Bodleian Library. 
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Illustration 6.8 
Notice on behalf of the Sun Fire Office, in the London Gazette, 9 January 1716. 
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 6.9 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in the Weekly Packet, 5–12 July 1718.   
82 x 40 mm.  
 
LMA, CLC/B/192/DD/008/MS38828/001. 
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Illustration 6.10 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 29 July 1880, p. 13.  
(See the next slide.) 
The advertisement is wedged among others in the column for fire and life insurance companies. 
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Illustration 6.11 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 29 July 1880, p. 13. 
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Illustration 6.12  
Advertisement for the Sun Insurance Office, in The Times, 15 August 1895, p. 11. 
(See the next slide.) 
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Illustration 6.13  
Advertisement for the Sun Insurance Office, in The Times, 15 August 1895, p. 11. 
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Illustration 6.14 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire and Life Office, in The Times, 22 April 1897, p. 4. 
(See the next slide.) 
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Illustration 6.15 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire and Life Office, in The Times, 22 April 1897, p. 4. 
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Illustration 6.16 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 8 June 1905, p. 12. 
(See the next slide.) 
The same advertisement was placed multiple times, e.g. The Times, 14 September 1905, p. 10. 
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Illustration 6.17 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 21 December 1905, p. 12. 
The image on this date has been preferred because it is of a higher quality. The content is 
exactly the same. On this date the advertisement was above one for Chubb’s, illustrated with a 
lock and key, and two other, smaller advertisements. 
The advertisement reproduces the Sun’s policy illustration commissioned in 1748. The design 
was used thereafter on policies, with only small modifications when the plate was renewed.  
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Illustration 6.18 
Advertisement for the Sun Insurance Office, in The Times, 1 June 1910, p. 21. 
This advertisement reproduces the Sun’s original policy illustration commissioned in 1726. The 
scene was updated twenty years later. Its use on this advertisement served to underline the age 
of the office.  
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Illustration 6.19 
The Times, 1 April 1800, p. 1, as an example of the publication’s masthead in this period. 
The size of The Times’ pages grew between 1812 and the mid-1820s (Morison, Printing The 
Times). 
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Illustration 6.20 
The Times, 22 April 1897, p. 1, as an example of the publication’s masthead in this period. 
The Times was 18” (457 mm) wide by this time. 
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Illustration 6.21 
Post Man, 2 August 1698. 
The masthead is evident, despite the poor printing of the title and the woodcuts. 
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Illustration 6.22 (= Illustration 6.19) 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 1 April 1800, p. 1. 
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Illustration 6.23 
Notice from the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 12 January 1808, p 1.  
(See the next slide.) 
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Illustration 6.24 
Notice from the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 12 January 1808, p 1. 
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Illustration 6.25 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 29 December 1819, p. 1. 
(See the next slide.) 
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Illustration 6.26 
Advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 29 December 1819, p. 1. 

612 

All Persons insured in this Office, the Premiums on whose Policies fall due at the Christmas 
quarter, are hereby reminded to pay the said premiums, either at the offices in Cornhill, near 
the Royal Exchange, and Craig’s-court, Charing-cross, or to the agents in the country, on or 
before the 9th day of January, 1820, when the fifteen days allowed by this office, over and 
above the time they are insured for, will expire. The above notice is given to prevent the 
insured losing the benefit of their policies, by omitting to make such payments in proper 
time. The Sun Fire Office have, at their sole expense, and unconnected with any other 
office, established a Fire Night Patrol, for the purpose of preventing fires, and give the 
earliest assistance whenever this happens. The public is hereby informed, that the stands 
for the patrol men are situated as underneath, where they are requested to give the earliest 
information in case of accident. 
Sun Fire Office Patrol Men: – [With the locations of five, most with person’s name and 
street] 
Constant attendance is given at the said office, and at their offices in Craig’s-court, Charing-
cross, for insuring houses, goods, merchandises, and ships in harbour, dock, and building; 
also craft, from loss and damage by fire, throughout Great Britain. No charge will be made 
for policies in which the sum insured amounts to 300l. or upwards; and all losses by fire are 
paid without any deduction; this office has always paid for damage by lightning. 



Illustration 6.27 
Advertisements for the Corporation of the City of London’s insurance scheme and the Insurance 
Office in succession, in the London Gazette, 20 October 1681, p. 2. 
(See the next slide.) 
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Illustration 6.28 
Advertisements for the Corporation of the City of London’s insurance scheme and the Insurance 
Office in succession, in the London Gazette, 20 October 1681, p. 2. 
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Illustration 6.29 
Advertisements for fire offices, in The Times, 30 June 1807, p. 1.  
(See the next slide.) 
The advertisement for the Sun Fire Office sits in a column with others in its industry: the 
Phoenix and the Royal Exchange and newcomer the Albion. 
(The masthead is missing from this image). 
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Illustration 6.30 
Advertisements for fire offices, in The Times, 30 June 1807, p. 1. 
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Illustration 6.31 (= Illustration 6.25) 
Advertisements for fire offices, in The Times, 29 December 1819, p. 1. 
The advertisement for the Sun Fire Office, in the red square, sits in a column with 
advertisements for the County Fire Office, Provident Life, the Hand-in-Hand and the Phoenix, as 
marked. 
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Illustration 6.32 
Advertisements for insurance offices, in The Times, 14 January 1892, p. 15.  
(See the next slide.) 
The red square indicates the advertisement for the Sun Insurance Company. 
(This image does not show the full page.) 
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Illustration 6.33 
Advertisements for insurance offices, in The Times, 14 January 1892, p. 15.  
The advertisements for fire and life offices are introduced by their own title: ‘Insurance 
Companies’. 
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Illustration 6.34 (= Illustration 6.14) 
Advertisements for insurance offices, in The Times, 22 April 1897, p. 4. 
The advertisement for the Sun Fire and Life Office nestles in the same double column as 
advertisements for Alliance Assurance, Scottish Provident, Rock Life, the National Mutual Life 
Assurance Society, British Empire Mutual Life Assurance, Gresham Life Assurance and 
Metropolitan Life Assurance. 
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Illustration 6.35 
Advertisement for sales of shares in the Sun, in The Times, 30 September 1805, p. 3. 
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SALES by AUCTION 
Sun Fire-office Shares – By Mr Scott 
At Garraway’s, on Friday, Oct. 4, at 12 o’clock 
(except previously disposed of by Private 
Contract). 
FIVE SHARES of the STOCK of the SUN FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, London; an old 
established and highly respected concern; the 
dividends have steadily advanced to clear 8l. 
Per Share per annum, payable half yearly, 
forming a very eligible fund for permanent 
investment. 
Particulars at Garraway’s; and of Mr Scott, 
New Bridge-street. 



Illustration 6.36 
‘The Bicentenary of the Sun Fire Office 1710–1910’, The Times, 2 June 1910, p. 9. 
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Illustration 6.37 (= Illustration 6.18) 
Advertisement for the Sun Insurance Office, in The Times, 1 June 1910, p. 21. 
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Illustration 6.38 
Report of a fire in Broadstreet, London, in the Domestick Intelligence, 14 July 1679. 
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Illustration 6.39 
A True Narrative of the Late Dreadful Fire which Happened near Limus in Ratcliff, on 
Wednesday Last, Being the Eighteenth of This Instant September, about Five of the Clock in 
the Morning, and Continued till Four in the Afternoon, and Burnt Down above Forty Houses ere 
it Could be Extinguished. With an Account of Two Women which were Burnt in their Beds, and 
Several Others Spoil'd and Maim'd during this Fatal Conflagration. (1678), pp. 1– 5. 
(8 p.) 
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Illustration 6.40 
‘FIRE at the ROYAL AMPHITHEATRE’, The Times, 3 September 1803, p. 3. 
(This image is not the full page.) 
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Illustration 6.41  
‘FATAL FIRE AT ST PANCRAS. Six Lives Lost’, The Times, 20 October 1904, p. 9. 
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Illustration 6.42 
Advertisements for T. Cato’s fire-guards and the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 28 March 1800, 
p. 2. 
(See the next slide.) 
(The image does not show the full page.) 
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Illustration 6.43 
Advertisements for T. Cato’s fire-guards and the Sun Fire Office, in The Times, 28 March 1800, 
p. 2. 
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The many dreadful Fires that 
continually happen, and mostly 
owing to fires being left in 
rooms unguarded, by which 
aged and infirm people have 
been burnt to death, young 
Ladies and Childrens’ cloaths 
have caught fire, carpets been 
burnt and spoiled by sparks 
flying into the room. T. CATO, 
Wire-Worker, No. 89 Holborn-
Hill, opposite St Andrew’s 
Church, begs leave to 
recommend to the Nobility, 
Gentry, and Public in general, 
his much approved of WIRE 
FIRE-GUARDS and FENDERS, 
that entirely prevent any sparks 
from flying into the room, at the 
same time prevent no heat;  

they are found of the greatest use in drawing-rooms, bed-chambers, nurseries, dressing-
rooms, and public offices, &c. Also a new-invented MACHINE to prevent the waste of coals 
and cinders in the compleatest manner without making any dust; it is universally approved of 
for its great utility, and may be made use of it a yard, kitchen, or any part of the house. A 
large Assortment of Wire Meat Larders and Dish Covers; the Wire is so contrived as to admit 
of a free circulation of air, by which means dressed or undressed victuals may be kept twice 
the time as in any thing else. Where also is made Brass and Iron Wire-work for the following 
purposes, viz. Libraries, Aviaries, Groceries, Larder, Dairy, and Storehouse Windows; strong, 
light Wire Fence, on an improved Plan, for Sheep, Deer, Hares, &c. 



Illustration 6.44 
‘The Fatal Fire at Kings Cross: the Exterior and Wrecked Interior of the House’, Illustrated 
London News, 29 October 1904.  
The photographs of devastation were captioned ‘The front room where two bodies were found’, 
‘the exterior of the burnt house’ and ‘the back room where two bodies were found’. 
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